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Orange County Community Awareness  (OCCA) and Orange County Voice (OCV) have joined forces to extend their community action network through rural Orange County into mainstream Hillsborough. OCCA is best known for its rapid response to prevent Orange County from siting the Waste Transfer Station in the middle of Hillsborough's economic development district. OCV is mobilizing county-wide opposition to UNC's plans to site a general aviation airport in rural Orange County. Both organizations share a commitment to seek win-win solutions to the challenges that we face as a growing community.

 

OCCA and OCV are both based in Orange County and their members genuinely appreciate the quality of living that the rural county offers. "We love the mix of growing town centers that are near two world-renowned universities and urban centers in Raleigh and Greensboro", says Bonnie Hauser, a spokesperson for OCV. "Our developed areas are greatly enhanced by beautiful farm and woodlands that offer a welcome retreat from the pressures of daily life. We are creating a progressive and sustainable economy built upon local farms and resources like clean water and soil. We acknowledge our responsibility to be stewards of this amazing resource and will work tirelessly to protect our growing community and way of life"

 

Speaking for OCCA, Nathan Robinson who happens to be a consultant for development and environmental projects adds,  "There are incredible opportunities to leverage a host of solutions that will accommodate growth and protect our natural resources. Cost effective and environmentally-friendly options are everywhere and offer real opportunities for sustainable development and growth. The NIMBY (Not in My BackYard) wars are no longer necessary. There's real need and public desire to build consensus around ideas and solutions that work for everyone in the short and long term."

 

The alliance is seen as the first of many as Orange County is one of the fastest growing areas in the state. It begins with sharing useful and high quality information about what's going on in the county.  Over time, the groups expect to extend their alliance to share resources and collaborate on activities that are of interest to both groups. Right now its the waste station and the airport and that seems like more than enough.

 

 
